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morality, still less the statesmanship, of
such a tax has ever been seriously dis-
cussed ; that the people were accustomed
to it has been deemed a sufficient and
adequate justification.
Similarly after the annexation of Upper
Burma there has been continued the
Thathanwda, literally a tax of ten rupees
per house. As a matter of fact, the tax was
of quite recent origin, taking the place of
a levy of tribute, village by village, by
former kings. Nor could any good reason
be alleged why two entirely different
systems of taxation should sunder Lower
from Upper Burma. Yet the Government
of India ruled otherwise, and sanctioned
this anomaly as well as the continuance
in practice of a singularly uneven and
archaic method of taxation* ^
It need not, however, be supposed that,
in adopting the old system our thrifty
Government has been content with the
moderate returns which satisfied the
Burmese kings. The latter, when fixing
the rates of taxation, knew well that, partly
through the laxity of subordinates, partly